EALL H399

Spring 2007

Prof. Patricia Sieber

EALL H399: 

East Asian Thought in the Western Imagination, 1600-2000

Course Description

Meeting Time: Tue & Thu 1:30 p.m to 3:18 p.m.

Place: 43 University Hall 

Instructor: Professor Patricia Sieber

Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures

Contact information: 292-2464 (phone); 398 Hagerty Hall Hall (mailbox); 377 Hagerty Hall (office); sieber.6@osu.edu (e-mail)

Office Hours: Tue 3:30-4:30 and by appointment 

Objectives:
This course proceeds from the premise that European and American perceptions of East Asian have played a vital part in the construction of Western discourses on religion, politics, literature, and economics since the inception of major cultural ties between East Asia and the West around 1600. EALL H399 focuses on how the Western imagination has used conceptions of Confucianism and Buddhism to produce new insights and institutions. Such a course will not simply catalogue orientalist misunderstandings, but attempt to chart the nuances and complexities of cross-cultural engagement. In other words, the course will problematize simplistic notions of universalism, relativism, difference and identity, allowing for the realization that cross-cultural representations are enacted on a dialogic continuum, ranging from violent abjection to enriching engagement. Rather than examining these issues in the abstract, the course will focus on particular moments of contention in Europe and America from the seventeenth through the twentieth century. Such a broadly diachronic approach will facilitate at least three insights: one, East Asia and the West have interacted and shaped each other more extensively and from a much earlier date than is generally believed; two, East Asian thought has been put to contradictory uses in the West; three, representations of East Asian thought have been a crucial resource in articulating what are popularly believed to be quintessentially Western values and institutions. In short, the course will sensitize students to the fact that contrary to popular insistence on the absolute difference or indifference between East and West, the West is literally unthinkable without the East.

Learning Outcomes:
This is an intellectually challenging course designed specifically for honors students. In terms of content, students will learn about both East Asian and Western thought, but more importantly, they will learn to see themselves as active and responsible participants in the production of knowledge. The course will not only convey content, but foster an interest in methodology. The course incorporates guest lectures.  Students will have the opportunity to develop their intellectual interests through writing assignments and a research paper.

Required Reading Materials:

1. Textbooks:

Textbooks are available at SBX Bookstore (1806 N. High St) or used/new over the internet.

Textbooks are also on 2hr or 24 hrs reserve in the Sullivant Hall Library (1813 N. High Street). 

Robert B. Marks, The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Ecological Narrative Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002.

David E. Mungello, The Great Encounter of China and the West, 1500-1800. Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield, 1999.

Michael Coogan, ed., Eastern Religions: Origins, Beliefs, Practices, Holy Texts, Sacred Places. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. (Contains glossaries and bibliographies for each tradition, pp. 518-527).

Andrew Plaks, tr., Ta Hsüeh and Chung Yung. London: Penguins, 2003.

Fritjof Capra, The Tao of Physics. Boston: Shambala, 1975.

2. Readings 

Articles and book chapter excerpts will be available on E-reserve, book reserve or both. Reserves are found at the Sullivant Hall Library.  See syllabus for details. 

3. Materials To Be Downloaded Through OSCAR:

Voltaire. Orphan of China (1756). Database access through OSU username and password. 

Grades:

Total number of points: 100. Grading system: 90+ A range; 80+ B range etc. Below 60: E. No curve (i.e., no quota for grades). Composition of points: 

1. Class attendance: Absolute minimum: Regular attendance. For excused absences (illness, family emergency/death, OSU-related competitions etc), please produce relevant documentation and submit promptly without being asked. 

2. Class preparation/participation (20 points): Whenever there is a reading assignment (RA), type up at least two questions relating to the reading assignments on a piece of paper with your name and hand them in at the end of each class session. Questions can pertain to issues that you would like to discuss or requests for clarification. Please include page numbers from the readings if you refer to them directly. No make-up questions or email submissions for missed classes.  

3. Writing Assignments (30): Two short close reading and critical analysis assignments designed to develop research skills and critical thinking. The assignments will be presented in draft form, then submitted in final form a few days later. Lateness will be penalized.  

4. Final paper (30): (10 pages of original and analytical writing on a topic related to the class (detailed hand-out to follow). 

5. Final examination (20): Essay questions based on all the readings, class lectures and discussions during the course of the quarter. 

6. Extra Credit Opportunities (5): Throughout the quarter, extra credit opportunities will be announced over the classlist. For one opportunity, see end of schedule. A one-page write-up of the event needs to be turned in no later than the day of the final examination.

Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate and establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes, but is not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in conjunction with examinations. For additional information, see Code of Student Conduct (http;//studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). 

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated. Students should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Ave.; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/

Course Schedule

Week 1: Introductions

March 27: Introduction of Participants and Course

March 29: Inventory of Issues and Questions

Part I: Confucianism

Week 2: Setting the Stage
April 3: Asia, Europe, and the Early Modern World
RA (Reading Assignment): Robert B. Marks, The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Ecological Narrative (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002), pp. 1-19, 123-153.  
April 5: Encounters between Europeans and the Chinese Empire, 1200-1600

RA: Marks, The Origins of the Modern World, pp. 21-66. 

Week 3: Encounters with Confucianism

April 10: Introduction to Confucian Thought

RA: Jennifer Oldstone-Moore, “Confucianism,” in Eastern Religions: Origins, Beliefs, Practices, Holy Texts, Sacred Places, edited by Michael D. Coogan (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005), pp. 314-415. 
April 12: One Confucian Source: The Great Learning (Daxue, Ta Hsüeh)
RA: Andrew Plaks, tr., Ta Hsüeh and Chung Yung (London: Penguins, 2003), vii-xxi, 1-19.  

Week 4: Confucianism and the Political Ideals of the European Enlightenment 

April 17:  Jesuit Representations of Confucianism

RA:  David E. Mungello, The Great Encounter of China and the West, 1500-1800 (Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield, 1999), pp. 11-35 and 59-82.

Supplementary Reading:

Lionel Jensen, Manufacturing Confucianism. Durham: Duke University Press, 199xx

D.E. Mungello. Curious Land: Jesuit Accommodation and the Origins of Sinology. Stuttgart: Steiner, 1985.

D. E. Mungello. The Spirit and the Flesh in Shandong, 1650-1785. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2001. 

Erin Odor, “Undoing Binaries, Rethinking “Encounter”: Translation Works of Seventeenth-Century Jesuit Missionaries in China.” Senior Honors Thesis, December 2006. OSU Knowledge Bank.

April 19:  Discussion: Eighteenth-Century Adaptations of Confucian Thought 
WA Draft: Write a three-page critical review of Voltaire, The Orphan of China (1756) (L’orphelin de la Chine, 1755) (online resource available on OSCAR) (detailed hand-out to follow)

PA (Presentation Assignment): You will be expected to discuss the ideas contained in the play (as presented in your essay) in class. 

Week 5: Confucianism and the Political Ideals of Modern Authoritarianism

WA Final: Final Draft Due 1:30 pm.

April 24: The Dream of Order in an Age of Change

RA: Ezra Pound, Excerpt from The Cantos (Cantos XIII on Confucius) (New York: New Directions, 1956 [1934]), pp. 58-60 (Book Reserve/Class Hand-Out).

April 26: The Legacy of Confucius

RA: Ezra Pound, Confucius: The Great Digest and The Unwobbling Pivot (New York: New Directions, 1951), 19-91 (Pound’s Translation of The Great Learning/Daxue/Ta-Hsüeh) (Book Reserve).
Part II: Buddhism

Week 6: Buddhism 

May 1:  Buddhism: Origins and History

RA: Malcolm David Eckel, “Buddhism,” in Eastern Religions, pp. 111-212. 

May 3:  Western Interest in Buddhism

RA: J. J. Clarke, “Buddhist Passions,” Oriental Enlightenment: The Encounter between Asian and Western Thought (New York Routledge, 1997), pp. 74-76, 80-84, 87-92. [E-Reserve/Book Reserve]

Samuel Beal, tr., The Romantic Legend of Shakya Buddha: A Translation of the Chinese Version of the Abhiniskramanasutra (Delhi : Motilal Banarsidass, 1985), pp. 105-199, 201-227. [Book Reserve]
Supplementary Reading:

Philip C. Almond. The British Discovery of Buddhism. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988.

Week 7: Buddhism and the Pluralization of Religion

May 8:  Western Popularization of Buddhism
RA: Excerpt from Edwin Arnold, The Light of Asia [E-reserve/book reserve].

Brooks Wright, Interpreter of Buddhism to the West: Sir Edwin Arnold (New York Bookman, 1957), pp. 68-107 [E-reserve/Book reserve]

Supplementary Reading: 

J. Jeffrey Franklin, “The Life of the Buddha in Victorian England,” ELH (English Literary History) 72: 4 (Winter 2005), 941-974 (download through OSCAR). 

Karin Armstrong. Buddha. New York: Viking, 2001.  

May 10: The World Congress of Religion

WA: Abstract of Final Paper Due (300 words with bibliography)

RA: Rick Fields, How the Swans Came By the Lake: A Narrative History of Buddhism in America (Boston: Shambala, 1992), pp. 119-145 [E-Reserve/Book Reserve]

Excerpts from The Dawn of Religious Pluralism: Voices from the World’s Parliament of Religion, 1893 (La Salle: Open Court, 1993) (Shaku Soyen, “The Law of Cause and Effect, as Taught by the Buddha,” pp. 406-409, Anagarika Dharmapala, “The World’s Debt to the Buddha,” pp. 410-420. [E-Reserve/Book Reserve]

Weeks 8:  Buddhism and the Reorientation of American Poetry

May 15 : The Politics of Zen Buddhism

RA: Robert H. Sharf, "The Zen of Japanese Nationalism," in Curators of the Buddha (xxx), pp. 107-160 [E-Reserve/Book Reserve].

Fields, How the Swans Came By the Lake, pp. 168-194 [E-Reserve/Book Reserve]

May 17: The Beat Reaction after WWII

WA Draft: Write a three-page draft review of one of the pieces contained in the following issue of the Chicago Review:

PA: Be prepared to discuss the ideas contained in your paper. 

RA: Chicago Review, summer 1958 issue (Gary Snyder, "Spring Sesshin at Sokoku-ji," Alan Watts, "Beat Zen, Square Zen," Jack Kerouac, "Meditation in the Woods," D.T. Suzuki, tr., "Sayings of Rinzai," Ruth Fuller Sasaki, tr. "Chia-Shan Receives Transmission," and others) (hand-out to follow).

Part III: Daoism/Taoism

Week 9: Daoism

WA Final: Final draft due at 1:30 pm.

May 22:  Daoism: Beginnings and History

RA: Jennifer Oldstone-Moore, “Taoism,” in Eastern Religions, pp. 213-314. 

May 24:  Daoism: Film Showing

RA: JJ Clarke, “Scientific and ecological speculations,” in Oriental Enlightenment, pp. 165-172 [E-Reserve/Book Reserve].
Week 10: Parallels Between Science and East Asian Religions

May 29:  Modern Science in Perspective

Guest Lecture

RA: Fritjof Capra, The Tao of Physics (Boston: Shambala, 2000), pp. 52-81, 323-342. 

May 31:  Parallels Between Eastern Thought and Physics

RA: Capra, The Tao of Physics, 145-160, 189-223. 

Week 11: Finals and Papers

Final Examination: Tuesday, June 5, 1:30 p.m. to 3:18 p.m.

Final Paper and Extra Credit Write-Up Due: Tuesday, June 5, 1:30 pm

EXTRA CREDIT:
Feb 17-May 20, Exhibition on “Einstein,” COSI Museum. 
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